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to the wanderer who has gone astray. They bring a
lamp Into the darkness so that those who have eyes to
see can see. Thus, Lord,, the truth has been made
known to me by the Blessed One and I take my refuge
In the Blessed One, In the Truth, and in the Order.
May the Blessed One accept me as a disciple and true
believer, from this day forth as long as life endures."12

And Subhadra, the mendicant, said to the vener-
able Ananda ; "Great is your gain, friend Ananda,
great Is your good fortune, that for so many years you
have been sprinkled with the sprinkling of discipleship
in this brotherhood at the hands of the Master him-
self !"                                                                      *

Now the Blessed One addressed the venerable
Ananda, and said : "It maybe, Ananda, that in some
of you the thought may arise, e The word of the Master
is ended, we have no teacher more !' But It Is not
thus, Ananda, that you should regard it. It Is true
that no more shall I receive a body, for all future sor-
row is now forever passed away. But though this body
will be dissolved, the Tathagata remains. The truth
and the rules of the order which I have set forth and '
laid down for you all, let them, after I am gone, be a
teacher unto you. When I am gone, Ananda, let the
order. If it should so wish, abolish all the lesser and
minor precepts."                                                      M

Then the Blessed One addressed the brethren, and
said : "There may be some doubt or misgiving in the
mind of a brother as to the Buddha, or the truth, or
the path. Do not have to reproach yourselves after-
wards with the thought, c We did not Inquire of the
Blessed One when we were face to face with him.3
Therefore inquire now, O brethren, Inquire freely." w

And the brethren remained silent                        M